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XIV OLYMPIAD 
L O N D O N 1948 

BASKETBALL 

THE ORGANISING COMMITTEE FOR 
THE XIV OLYMPIAD : LONDON 1948 
105 V I C T O R I A S T R E E T , L O N D O N , S .W.I 

Telephone : VICTORIA 5875 
Cables: ATHLYMPIC, LONDON Telegrams : ATHLYMPIC, SOWBST, LONDON 
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The General Rules applicable to the celebration of the 
Olympic Games are printed in full in the " General 
Regulations and Programme" already published by the 
Organising Committee for theXIVth Olympiad, London, 1948 
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NTERNATIONAL (JLYMPIC (^OMMITTEE 

FOUNDER 

BARON PIERRE DE COUBERTIN 

P R E S I D E N T 

Mr. J. SIGFRID EDSTRÖM 

M E M B E R S 

ARGENTTNE M n R. Q AldaO 

Mr. Horacio Bustos Moron 
AUSTRALIA s i r Harold Luxton 

Mr. Hugh Weir 
AUSTRIA j ) r . Manfred von Mautner-Markhof 

BELGIUM Baron de Trannoy 
Mr. R. W. Seeldrayers 

BRAZIL Mr. Arnaldo Guinle 

Dr. J. Ferreira Santos 
Mr. Antonio Prado 

CANADA Mr. C. J. Patteson 

Mr. A. Sidney Dawes 
CHINA H . E. Dr. C. T. Wang 

Dr. H. H. Kung 
Prof. Shou-Yi Tung 

CUBA Dr. Miguel A. Moenck 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA £ ) r . J. GrUSS 

DENMARK H.R.H. Prince Axel of Denmark 

EGYPT H.E. Mohammed Taher Pacha 

EiHE Mr. J. J. Keane 

FINLAND Mr. Ernst Krogius 

Mr. J. W. Rangell 
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FRANCE 

GREAT BRITAIN 

GREECE 

HOLLAND 

HUNGARY 

INDIA 

ICELAND 

ITALY 

LATVIA 

LIECHTENSTEIN 

LUXEMBURG 

MEXICO 

NORWAY 

NEW ZEALAND 

PERU 

PHILIPPINES 

PORTUGAL 

ROUMANIA 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Marquis Melchior de Polignac 
Mr. François Piètri 
Mr. Armand Massard 

Lord Âberdare 
Lord Burghley 
Sir Noel Curtis-Bennett 

Mr. Angelo Bolanachi 
Mr. J. Ketseas 

Colonel P. W. Scharroo 
Lt.-Col. C. F. Pahud de Mortanges 

Mr. Nicolas de Horthy, jr. 

Mr. G. D. Sondhi 
H.H. Raja Bhalinder Singh 

Mr. Ben G. Waage 
Count Alberto Bonacossa 
Count Paolo Thaon de Revel 
General Giorgio Vaccaro 

Mr. J. Dikmanis 

H.H. Prince François-Joseph 
de Liechtenstein 

H.R.H. Prince Jean of Luxemburg 

Mr. Marte R. Gomez 

Mr. Thos. Fearnley 

Mr. A. E. Porritt 

H.E. Alfredo Benavides 

Hon. Jorge B. Vargas 

Dr. José Pontes 

Mr. Georges A. Plagino 

Mr. S. Dowsett 
Mr. Reginald Honey 
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SPAIN Baron de Guèll 

Count de Vallellano 

SWEDEN Mr. J. Sigfrid Edström 

Count Clarence de Rosen 

SWITZERLAND Major Albert Mayer 
TURKEY Mr. Rechid Saffet Atabinen 

UNITED STATES OF M r . W. M. Garland 
AMERICA 

Mr. Avery Brundage 

Mr. Frédéric René Coudert 

URUGUAY Mr. Joaquin Serratosa Cibils 
YUGOSLAVIA General S. Djoukitch 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE I.O.C 

Chairman Mr. J. Sigfrid Edström 
Vice-Chairman Mr. Avery Brundage 

Members 

Marquis de Polignac 
Count Bonacossa 
Lord Aberdare 
Colonel Scharroo 

OFFICES OF THE I . O . C 

Address 

Mon Repos, Lausanne, Switzerland 
Telegrams d . O . Lausanne 
Telephone Lausanne 29448 

Chancellor 

Mr. Otto Mayer, Mon Repos, Lausanne 

Secretary 

Madame L. Zanchi 
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X I V DLYMPIAD • LONDON 1948 

PATRON 

HIS M A J E S T Y T H E K I N G 

PRESIDENT OF THE GAMES 

The Rt. Hon. The Viscount Portal of Laverstoke, DSO, MVO 

ORGANISING COMMITTEE 

Chairman The Lord Burghley, KCMG 

Members 

Lord Aberdare 
Sir Noel Curtis-Bennett, KCVO 
Mr. Jack Beresford 
Mr. C. B. Cowley 
Alderman H. E. Fern, JP, OBE 
Mr. E. J. H. Holt, OBE 
Colonel Evan A. Hunter, OBE 
Mr. J. Emrys Lloyd, OBE 
Mr. Arthur Porritt, CBE, FRCS 
Mr. S. F. Rous, CBE 
Mr. R. B. Studdert 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Chairman The Lord Burghley, KCMG 

Members 

Mr. C. B. Cowley 
Alderman H. E. Fern, JP, OBE 
Colonel Evan A. Hunter, OBE 
Mr. S. F. Rous, CBE 
Mr. R. B. Studdert 
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Technical 

Housing 

Finance 

Transport 

Medical Services 

Reception 

Press and Publicity 

Fine Arts 

C H A I R M E N OF C O M M I T T E E S 

Mr. E. J. H. Holt, OBE 

Wing Cdr. G. Sinclair, DFC 

Alderman H. E. Fern, JP, OBE 

Mr. F. A. A. Menzler 

Mr. A. E. Porritt, CBE, FRCS 

Sir Eugen Millington-Drake, KCMG 

Mr. C. B. Cowley 

General Sir Ronald Adam, Bt, 
GCB, DSO, OBE 

D I R E C T O R OF O R G A N I S A T I O N 

Mr. E. J. H. Holt, OBE 

GENERAL ORGANISING SECRETARY 

Lt.-Col. T. P. M. Bevan, MC 

7 

From
 a 

co
lle

cti
on

 cu
rat

ed
 by

 ha
rrin

ga
yo

nli
ne

.co
m



BASKETBALL 

AUGUST 6th-14th, 1948, 
AT HARRINGAY ARENA, LONDON 

Rules 

The rules and amateur definition are those of the Fédération 
Internationale de Basketball Amateur. 

In case of disagreement on the interpretation of these rules 
the English text shall be authoritative. 

The entry form of each nation must be received by June 
16th, 1948. 

Final team entries with names must be received by July 
15th, 1948. 

Thereafter no additions or alterations to the entries can 
be made. 

Governing Bodies 

Fédération Internationale de Basketball Amateur 
President : Mr. Léon Bouffard 
General Secretary : Mr. R. William Jones 
Address : 36, Moserstrasse, Berne, Switzerland 

Amateur Basketball Association 
President : Sir Noel Curtis-Bennett, KCVO 

Hon. Secretary : Mr. J. A. Clay 
Address : 71, Warley Road, Langley, Birmingham, 

England 
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PROGRAMME 

Entries 

Maximum number of entries : one team of 10 players and 
4 reserves per nation 

Prizes 

First prize : Diploma to the winning team ; silver-gilt 
Olympic medal and diploma to each member of 
winning team 

Second prize : Diploma to second team ; silver Olympic 
medal and diploma to each member of second 
team 

Third prize : Diploma to third team ; bronze Olympic 
medal and diploma to each member of third team 

REGULATIONS 

1. The technical organization of the Basketball Tournament 
is in the hands of the Fédération Internationale de 
Basketball Amateur. 

2. Playing Rules 

Play will be in accordance with the rules of the Fédéra
tion Internationale de Basketball Amateur for 1948. 
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3. Official Representatives : 

Each nation must submit to the Fédération Inter
nationale de Basketball Amateur by June 16th, 1948 
the name and capacity of its officiaFrepresentative. 
This representative must possess the written authority 
of his National Olympic Committee. 

4. Competition Regulations : 

The competition will be carried through on the group 
system for the preliminary rounds and on the cup 
system for the finals. The nature of the draw will be 
decided by the Fédération Internationale de Basketball 
Amateur. 

The official representatives of the participating 
countries (Article 3) must attend the draw. 

5. Each team will be granted a rest interval of at least 
24 hours between two matches if possible. The 
Fédération Internationale reserves the right to make 
exceptions to this rule. 

6. The measurements of the ground shall be identical 
with those for international contests, namely not 
exceeding 28.64 x 15.25 metres. 

7. The Fédération Internationale de Basketball Amateur 
appoints the referees, scorers and time-keepers. The 
referees may not officiate at matches in which their 
country is participating. 
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8. Protests in regard to the amateur status of a partici
pant, also complaints and appeals of all kinds, are to 
be dealt with in accordance with Articles 15 and 16 
of the General Rules. 

9. Protests will be decided by a Jury appointed by the 
Fédération Internationale de Basketball Amateur 
consisting of five members of different nationalities. 

10. Each nation has the right to place whatever team it 
wishes on the field for each match. The list of players 
for each individual match must be submitted by 8.0 
p.m. on the previous evening to the representative of 
the Fédération Internationale de Basketball Amateur. 
Each team wears the colours of its country, which are 
to be notified to the office of the Fédération Inter
nationale de Basketball Amateur by June 16th, 1948. 
Should the colours of two teams be likely to lead to 
an error in a match, it will be decided by lot which 
team must change its colours. 

11. Each referee must possess the international refereeing 
licence for the year 1948 of the Fédération Inter
nationale de Basketball Amateur. Each player must 
possess the international playing licence for the year 
1948 of the Fédération Internationale de Basketball 
Amateur. 

12 The Fédération Internationale de Basketball Amateur 
decides in all cases not covered by these regulations. 
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BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT SYSTEM 

(a) For 24 or less than 24 teams (eight days) 

The teams will be divided into four groups as follows :— 
Of the teams entered, the four best according to the placings 
of the Xlth Olympiad will be placed at the head of the 
groups by drawing lots, and the remaining teams will be 
placed in the groups by drawing lots. In 1936 the classifi
cation was as follows :— 

1. United States of America 4. Poland 

2. Canada 5. Philippines 

3. Mexico 6. Uruguay 

Eliminating matches will be played in each group, each 
team meeting every other team in the same group once only. 

xample : 
24 teams :-
1st day 

1-2 

6 - 3 

5 - 4 

2nd day 

1 - 4 

2 - 4 

6 - 5 

3rd day 

1-4 

3 - 5 

2 - 6 

4th day 

1 - 5 

4 - 6 

3 - 2 

5th day 

1 - 6 

5 - 2 

4 - 3 

The finals will be played as follows :—The first two teams 
in each group will play off for the first eight places (1 to 8), 
the next two (third and fourth) will play off for the next 
eight places (9 to 16), and the last two will play off for the 
last eight places (17 to 24). 

The eight teams playing for the first eight places will make 
up four pairs, the four teams placed first in their group 
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being placed, by drawing lots, in different pairs and their 
opponents being chosen in the same way from among the 
other four teams. The draw, however, will be so arranged 
that teams which were in the same'eliminating group do not 
meet each other in the quarter finals. The four winners 
will then play the semi-finals and the finals for the first four 
places, while the losers will compete for the fifth, sixth, 
seventh and eighth places. 

Example: 

First team group B 
Second team groups A, C, D 

First team group A 
Second team groups B, C, D 

First team group C 
Second team groups A, B, D 

First team group D 
Second team groups A, B, C 

If possible the other groups will play in the same way for 
the remaining places. 

(b) For 25 to 32 teams (seven days) 

The teams will be divided into eight groups as follows :— 
Of the teams entered, the eight best according to the placings 
of the Xlth Olympiad and recent results of continental 
championships, will be placed at the head of the groups in 
the order given below, and the remaining teams will be 
placed in the groups by drawing lots. The teams to be 
placed at the head of the groups will be as follows :— 

} 
} 
} 
} 

Olympic 
• Champion 

1948 
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Group A : 
Group B : 
Group C : 
Group D : 
Group E : 
Group F : 
Group G : 
Group H : 

United States of America. 
Canada. 
Mexico. 
Poland. 
Philippines. 
Uruguay. 
European Champion 1947. 
South American Champion 1947. 

The eliminating rounds will be played as outlined above. 

Example : 

32 teams :— 
1st day 2nd day 3rd day 

1-2 1-3 1-4 
4 - 3 2 - 4 3 - 2 

The finals will be played as follows :—The first two teams 
in each group will play off for the first sixteen places (1 to 
16), while the last two will play off for the last sixteen places 
(17 to 32). The first sixteen teams will make up eight pairs 
by drawing the eight teams placed first in their group in 
different pairs, as follows :— 

(a) The first team in group A will be placed at the top of 
the list of teams. 

(b) The first team in group B will be placed at the bottom 
of the list of teams. 

(c) The first team in group C will be placed in the next to 
last pair at the bottom of the list of teams. 

(d) The remaining teams placed first in their groups will be 
drawn by lot to fill the remaining places. 

14 

From
 a 

co
lle

cti
on

 cu
rat

ed
 by

 ha
rrin

ga
yo

nli
ne

.co
m



(é) The teams placed second in each group will be dis
tributed by drawing lots. The draw, however, will be 
so arranged that teams which were in the same group 
do not meet each other in the quarter finals. The 
eight winners will then play the quarter finals, the 
semi-finals and the finals for the first eight places, 
while the losers will compete for the next eight places 
(9 to 16). 

Example : 
First team of group A 
Second team of a group 

First team of a group DEFGH 
Second team of a group 

First team of a group DEFGH 
Second team of a group 

First team of a group DEFGH 
Second team of a group 

First team of a group DEFGH 
Second team of a group 

First team of a group DEFGH 
Second team of a group 

First team of group C 
Second team of a group 

First team of group B 
Second team of a group 
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(c) For more than 32 teams 

If more than 32 teams enter for the tournament, the 
Organising Committee will arrange eliminating rounds, 
before the commencement of the Tournament, on grounds 
other than Harringay. 

The classification in the eliminating groups will be made on 
match points : 2 points for a match won, 1 point for a 
match lost, 0 points for a match forfeited. In the case of 
a tie on match points, the " Goal Average " of the points 
scored by the teams in all the eliminating group matches 
in which they have played will decide the position of the 
teams tying on points. 

Two neutral referees will officiate at each match. The 
F.I.B.A. will appoint ten official referees and in addition 
each national Federation will have the right to choose one 
international referee. The expenses of all referees are to 
be paid by their respective national Federations. 

Other officials will be provided by the British Basketball 
Federation and nominated by the F.I.B.A. 
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NOTES 
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PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME FOR THE 

M—Morning, A—After
noon, E—Evening 

Opening Ceremony 

Football 

Basket Ball 

Gymnastics 

Canoeing 

Arts Exhibition 
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XIV OLYMPIC GAMES - LONDON 1948 
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