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 � Emergency crews were called following the collision

Drama as car 
smashes into 
charity shop
This was the dramatic scene after 
a car crashed into a charity shop 
in Stroud Green.

A black Mercedes careered into 
the distinctive green front of  Mind 
charity shop, on the corner of  
Stapleton Hall Road and Stroud 
Green Road, at about 4.10pm on 
Tuesday.

Witnesses said an elderly man 
was nearly hit. Police and the fire 
brigade were called and the area 
was cordoned off.

For the full story, turn to page 7.

The disabled and elderly have 
been “airbrushed” out of  ef-
forts to promote Haringey, ac-
cording to campaigners.

Council chiefs spent £20,000 
on a short film as part of  a 
£86,000 re-branding project.

Critics have pointed out that 
none of  the people selected for 
the film have physical or men-
tal disabilities – or are over 
the age of  50.

And it has emerged that at 
least two of  the businesses 
that are featured in the 90 sec-
ond film have commercial in-
terests with the council. 

John McAslan and Part-
ners, featured prominently, 

took over an empty shop to 
create a design hub after being 
picked by Haringey Council. 

And Craving Coffee, which 
provides catering for the coun-
cil, also appears.

Flourish Craft Bakery is fea-

tured, despite having moved 
to Watford last month, and no 
longer has premises in Harin-
gey. 

“It seems that the new  

Elderly and the 
disabled were 
‘airbrushed’
Video also featured council’s own contractors 
anna.behrmann@archant.co.uk
Anna Behrmann

 � Mary Langan with her son James. She has hit out at the video

 � Continued on page 7
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‘Haringey is 
only for the 
young and fit’

Haringey is only for the young and 
fit,” said Mary Langan, of  Save Au-
tism Services Haringey.

Ms Langan is mother to 22-year-
old James, who has a severe learn-
ing disabilities, autism and epi-
lepsy. 

“Any decent life for old people 
and people with disabilities de-
pends upon being recognised and 
included in the community,” she 
said. “It is a bitter irony that the 
rebranding project rests upon the 
declaration ‘I’m In’. Not for me and 
my son evidently.”

Emel Teymur who is a carer 
for her husband who has demen-
tia, also described how she was 
“thrown” by the video. There were 
no references to residents who are 
poor or disabled, she said. 

“It made me think, what are you 
going to do with them? Are you 
going to send them to another bor-
ough?”

The 68-year-old, who lives off  
Fortis Green, is concerned ahead 
of  its consultation on cuts to adult 
social services on October 1.

A council spokesman said: “The 
Haringey Story is a celebration of  
the huge variety of  people, loca-
tions and businesses that help to 
make Haringey the fantastic place 
that it is and features people from 
across the borough who are rightly 
proud to be a part of  Haringey.”

Car narrowly misses shopper
Manager reveals an elderly customer was ‘lucky not to be hurt in smash’

This was the dramatic scene after a 
car crashed into a charity shop in 
Stroud Green, reportedly narrowly 
missing an elderly man.

A black Mercedes careered into 
the distinctive green front of  Mind 
charity shop, on the corner of  Sta-
pleton Hall Road and Stroud Green 
Road, at about 4.10pm on Tuesday.

Police and the fire brigade at-
tended and the area was cordoned 
as firefighters inspected the vehi-
cle’s crumpled bonnet and searched 
the boot. 

Arianna Destefanis, 35, assistant 
manager of  Mind Stroud Green, 
said a man in his 70s, who had just 
left the store, suffered minor inju-
ries in the collision.

A mother with a toddler in a bug-
gy was inside the shop at the time, 
just centimetres from where the car 
hit, but escaped injury. 

Ms Destefanis said: “We heard 
a big bang, a noise like something 
crashing into the shop and basi-
cally all the crockery on the shelves 
fell down.

“There was a lady standing next 
to it with a pram. She was very 
scared but luckily nobody was hurt.

“Another gentleman, who was a 
customer, was bleeding. 

“He was outside and about to 
cross the road. He had just left the 

shop. The car literally just missed 
him by a few centimetres. 

“We called the ambulance and po-
lice and took care of  him.”

She said the collision happened 
as the driver, described as a young 
man in his 30s, turned left at the 
crossroads from Crouch Hill into 

Stapleton Hall Road.
“When I saw the driver 

coming out of  the car, he was OK 
and he was not bleeding,” she said. 
“It could have been worse.”

Although the shop front is built 
from wood and the building shook 
on impact, there was hardly any 

damage inside except for the bro-
ken china.

No arrests had been made as the 
Broadway went to press yesterday 
(Wednesday).

Emma Youle
emma.youle@archant.co.uk

 � The aftermath of Tuesday’s crash
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